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134 Newfield Street, Middletown, CT  



Godfrey Memorial Library 
134 Newfield Street (Rt. 3) 
Middletown 

www.Godfrey.org 



Resources- 
Over 200,000 books and periodicals including 
 State and local histories 
 Family histories 
 Biographies  
 Church, funeral, & cemetery records 
 Military records 
 City Directories 
 donated Bibles, Genealogies & Yearbooks 
 Newspapers 

Online Access 
through Godfrey 
Scholar+ 

programmed by 
Steve Morse 

Affiliated Organizations- 
 
Membership records of The Society of Middletown 
First Settlers Descendants 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut 
 

Family History Center 
Open Tuesday through 
Friday 



Resources- 
Over 200,000 books and periodicals including: 
 State and local histories 
 Family histories 
 Biographies  
 Church, funeral, & cemetery records 
 Military records 
 City Directories 
 donated Bibles, Genealogies & Yearbooks 
 Newspapers 



The New England Room  
CT, MA, ME, NH, VT, and RI 
Contains 
State and local histories 
The Barbour Collection 
the Maine Family Index  
City Directories 



Family Histories, Biographies & donated Genealogies 

 

 

 
 

 



The Ward Genealogy by Wilbert Austin Smith. 
 There are actually references to 110 families 
in this marvelous book.  Each page is 
handwritten with painted “Coats of Arms”.  
The author paid close attention to the smallest 
detail when creating this masterpiece.  This 
112 page book is a fantastic addition to our 
library. 

 



The Thurrotts of Wallingford, CT  
by Nancy Thurrott 
A beautifully written book about the 
Thurrott family starting in the early 
1800’s.  This book is filled with 
correspondences, pictures, military 
records, journals, post cards, 
diplomas, student report cards, etc… 

 



The Reference Room 

New England Historical Genealogical Register 
The Cyclopedia of American Biography 
City Directories 
Vital Records Indexes 
CT Census Indexes 
Yearbooks 



TAmerican Genealogical-Biographical Index (AGBI) 

226 Volumes,  

Indexing  

4 million Americans in   

over 800 books  

in A. Fremont Rider’s Collection 

 

Each entry consists of:  

•name  

•year of birth 

•state of residence and  

•original source containing information  

 
Remote patrons can send in a request 
for an AGBI search,  
using the form on our website. 



AGBI, Volume  92, Johnson, Elisa – Jones, Emley  

Searching for Othniel Johnson 

Rev. War 
Recds. NJ: 222 







Call Number 





Biography and Funeral Sermon Files       

This collection is arranged 

alphabetically by surname and 

contains such items as: 
 

• Funeral sermons and programs, 

• anniversary cards,           

• obituaries,       

• children’s family history essays, 

• unpublished family histories and 

genealogies. 



 

Unique Resources 

 
Manuscripts and published 

materials in the Godfrey 

Memorial Library collection. 

 

Including:  

•Vital Records 

•Church Records 

•Cemetery Records 

•Funeral home records 

 

 

 

 
 



The Ricker Compilation of Vital Records of 
Early Connecticut  
•based on the Barbour Collection of 
Connecticut Town Vital Records,  
•covers 1633 to 1850 
•Contains 1.5 million records  
 births,  
 marriages, 
   deaths,  
 cemeteries, 
 probate records,  
 tax records and  
 family Bibles  
By far the largest collection of Connecticut 
town records ever assembled in one place 
and supplants the Barbour Collection itself 
as the chief resource in Connecticut 
Genealogy 



Note Cards from the Brooks Collection 
Compiled by Lillian Kruger Brooks 
 

Haddam, Higganum, East Haddam, 
Hadlyme, East Hampton, and Colchester 

Sponsored by 



Church Records- 
 
       Holy Trinity Church Middletown* 
 
       Zion Evangelical Lutheran, Portland 
 
       Cromwell First Congregational Church,  1715 - 1912* 
 
       Church of Christ, Groton, 1727 – 1823* 
 
       Second Church of Christ, N Stonington, from 1726* 
 
       Northford, CT Congregational Church Records* 
 
                                                                                      * online  

Sponsored by 



Northford Congregational Church Records 

Marriages, Deaths, Baptisms and Admissions from 1750-1926 
 
A handwritten ledger book with entries from members of their church.  
These pages are records of marriages. 

 



First Church of Christ, Middletown, 1668-
1870 
Over 1500 pages, 12,000 names 
Transcriptions of 78 bibles  



Funeral Home & Burial Records- 
 
        Doolittle Funeral Home, 1847 - 1950* 
 
        Dunn Funeral Home, 1910 - 1966* 
 
        Coughlin/Lastrina  1894-1959* 
 
        Sexton Records, 1892-1900 
 
        New London Sexton Returns- on the scholar 
 
                                                                                           *online Sponsored by 



1851 



1896 



Cemetery Records 
 
Indian Hill Cemetery 
 Lot Owners  
 Burial Books, 1750-1825 
 
Northford Cemetery Burial Records,  1924-2007* 
 
Swedish Cemetery in Portland, 1889-2001 
 
    *also online 



Microfilm/Microfiche 

 

• The Boston Transcript 

• CT Census 

• Church baptism records  

• African-American Newspapers 

 

The Boston Transcript Genealogy Column ran about 4 times a week from 1896 to 
1941.  The column contained queries posted to further the writer’s family 
research.  While no sources are listed, the information printed about individuals 
gives significant clues about vital statistics which might not be found anywhere 
else.  



The Boston Transcript 















Newspapers 
 

19TH CENTURY NEWSPAPERS 

  More than 400 U.S. newspapers  

EARLY AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS  

  More than 500 newspapers  

  1700s–1800s  

 

London Times Digital Archives     

  1785-2007 
 



NewspaperArchive.com 

1607 to present 
 
5000+ Titles from all 50 
states 
 
Fully searchable by keyword 
and date 



Links to thousands of 

free web sites, 

researched, 

evaluated, and 

organized by state, 

country or topic. 

Updated regularly.   





Ed Laput Cemetery Project/Cemeteries 



Cemeteries 
includes Cemeteries from:  
•Arizona 
•California  
•Connecticut 
•Florida 
•Missouri 
•NH 
•RI  
•VT  
•Italy 
 

        Ed Laput Cemetery Project  
A searchable database with photographs of 
                     every tombstone in  
             every Connecticut Cemetery 
 
    More than 800 Cemeteries completed! 

Connecticut Burial and Sexton Records from 1847-present 



        

Ed Laput Cemetery Project - Searchable Database of Connecticut Cemeteries 



        

Ed Laput Cemetery Project - Searchable Database of Connecticut Cemeteries 

Example of Cemetery across the 
street from Godfrey 



Ed Laput Cemetery Project - Searchable Database of Connecticut Cemeteries 

Example of Cemetery across the 
street from Godfrey 



“Lillie” Ahlberg & siblings 
Indian Hill Cemetery, Middletown, CT 

Our Searchable 
Cemetery Database 
contains more than 
160,000 such photos. 







Hundreds of our own digitized military histories 





Biographical Resources 
 
 
 
 
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 

American National Biography 
 





The Godfrey Collection 

 

The complete contents of 

more than 4,000 genealogies, 

biographies, memorial 

addresses, and funeral 

sermons in the Godfrey 

Memorial Library collection.  





Where Did I Come From? 
 

Immigration Research at Godfrey 
 



Family History Center 

Tuesday          1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.,  
Wednesday    9 a.m. - 12 Noon and 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Thursday         1 p.m.-4 p.m.,  
Friday              9 a.m.- 12:30  

Allowed film borrowing privileges from the FHL microfilm 
repository. Godfrey's association with the Family History Library 
means that the enormous collection of more than 2 million rolls 
of microfilmed genealogical records are readily available to 
patrons for a rental fee. 
 



Familysearch.org 

2 million records from 
all over the world, 
including colonial 
records from the U.S. 

Click on Catalog 



Enter location of records 
you are seeking & you will 
see a list of microfilm 
available for rental. 
 
You can choose to view the 
microfilm at the Godfrey. 



•order the correct microfilm,  
•understand the methods used in recording vital record information in Italy 
and  
•find and print documents showing your ancestors’ births, marriages & 
deaths  
 

Research Your Italian History 

Family History Center Director Barbara Prymas 
specializes in Italian Records Research. 
She will help you: 

Godfrey board member Joanne Lukasik specializes in Middletown families originating in Melilli, Sicily. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mapsofworld.com/images/world-countries-flags/italy-flag.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.mapsofworld.com/flags/italy-flag.html&h=265&w=390&sz=5&tbnid=Lp68aftPtQzdtM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=132&prev=/search?q=italian+flag&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=italian+flag&docid=5KPApP8iszBpFM&sa=X&ei=OCe0T8G1Noz16AGmhMD6Dw&ved=0CHUQ9QEwAg&dur=1031
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://rlv.zcache.com/italy_shield_italy_flag_italia_map_soccer_lovers_postcard-p239402345284144563baanr_400.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.zazzle.com/italy_shield_italy_flag_italia_map_soccer_lovers_postcard-239402345284144563&h=400&w=400&sz=30&tbnid=VIcaZhA4M0hskM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&prev=/search?q=italian+flag&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=italian+flag&docid=fF0qAljZHDITtM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4Sa0T73DDoaf6AGPz7QI&sqi=2&ved=0CHwQ9QEwBQ&dur=612


Research Your Eastern European 
Family History 

Godfrey board member Marcia Meyers specializes in records of Jewish and Eastern European families. 



More than 425 books for sale on our website 
Just click on Book Sale on our Home page 



Docents 
Landscapers 
Database Builders 
Cemetery Projects 
Writing 
Genealogy Research 
Marketing 
Presenting 



Godfrey Memorial Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     134 Newfield Street, Middletown, CT  

Open free to the public 
Tuesdays      9-4 
Wednesdays               12-8 
Thursdays & Fridays    9-4 
1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month 
                                                9-1 

For those who are unable to 
come to the library we provide a 
lookup service.  Check it out on 
our website. 


